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Welcome to the Top 100 People of 2009.
P:ruu)'\’mh Business Centrals
annual list is designed to capture
the breadth of experience and wealth

of entrepreneurial spirit found in our
16-county region.

sought a diversity of people across

the entire spectrum of business and

industry, from large corporations to

one-person operations 1o non-profit
The process for selecting the
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In compiling the list, we sought to list was as objective as it could be made.
" inclode people who stood out in 2009, Happily, we received more nominations
Some are familiar names. Others are sole from the business and economic
proprictors that operate small pani develop [ ities than ever before.
Some were recognized for their business In addition, we reviewed the year’s top news
acumen, while we chose to honor others for  stories published in Business Central, and
their ib to their ities. We lected those individuals who made a real
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difference in 2009,
Creating the Top 100 People list is

profiles as much as we enjoyed writing
them. We think you'll agree that this is an

never easy, but it is always i g and
revealing. 1f nothing clse, it demonstrates
that central Pennsylvania is home to a
host of world-class business leaders and

SCTIPPY entreprencurs. _
We hope you enjoy reading the briefl
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Wishing you al the best in business for
2010,

Harry Zimbler, Ediror &

CIHT White, Assistant Editor
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Chiris Ryan

President, Geo-Solutions Inc., Westmoreland County

Top 1

supervision, specialized personne] and equipment on soil and

in 1996, logged its best year ever in 2008, and followed that up with

“We're in a niche market that's not really being affected by
general economic conditions,” Ryan said. “We're in  segment
that has been busy.”

Gieo-Solutions has successfully completed projects across the U.S. and on five continents.
Stasting off 2010 on another high note, Ryan just inked a five-year deal with a major Chinese

Chris Ryan and his New Kensington-based company Geo-Services
are breaking new ground in construction services, Providing technical

groundwater engineering projicts, Geo-Services, which was founded

an almost equally profitable 2009. The company was ranked 322nd on
the miost recent [nc. §,000 list of fastest growing companics nthe US.

Ray Bowersox
President of Milton Transportation [nc.
Milton, Northumberland County

Milton Transportation is an irregular route, common camis
general commaodities, utilizing van, flatbed, and “covered wy
trailers. The company's service area reaches from Maine lo ™
Carolina and as far west as [llinois.

When the news came last year that [-80 might be become 1
road, Ray Bowersox was up in arms about the possible incre:
in costs for the company. He took action

*“The hills and curves on alternative routes aren’t made for
trucks, and there isn't much room in our profit margin to abst

toll,” said Bowersox,
He would need to pass on the increased cost to customers, who would in tum pass it to theis

construction company to provide environmental service technology for soil and grounds
contamination sites.

“We have the biggest backlog ever coming into a year,” Ryan said. “Things are looking good
for the future.”

Vell Holcombe
President of Milton Steel, Northumberland Counly

Vell Holcombe has been with Milton Steel for 36 years. He
began his career as a design engineer and became president of the
company in 1983,

Milton Steel employs 170 people and none were laid off last
year despite increases in oil prices and wtility costs and the fall
off in demand for the company's distribution warchouse storage
racks and structural steel for buildings.

“Milton has some niche products that have protected us from
the recession, chiefly our components for temporary bridges,”
said Holcombe.

In the US, Milton's stee] companents for temporary bridges are used during highway eonstruction and

hmmmmwmﬁxd\‘hﬁm—u They have 2lso been used for duasters such as
Hurricans Katrina. Milton's perts also went into building the temporary bridge that was used by rescue
workers 1o reach inside the pit at ground zero in NYC afler 9/11.

Gongratulations to Bob Leahey, P, esident of G. M. McCra
on being nanied one of the Top 100 People 0f 2009!

27680 Benner Pike, Bellefonte, PA 166823
814,355.4848
www.GMMcCrossin.com
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“The federal government footed 90 percent of the bill for construction,” said Bowersox.
“They made the right decision in refusing the state 10 toll the road and [ hope they stick with t
decision.”

This is an issue that is sure to come up again soon, early in 2010. We're certain that Bowen
will voice strong opposition once again,

Betsy Lauber
Executive Director, Downtown Indicna Inc
Indiana County

Besty Lauber champions her organization's mission to Photo
promote, develop, and enhance the vitality of downtown Indiana.

Last year, Lauber introduced a comprehensive plan for not
creating an ;mmm:cally vibrant downtown with restored available.
traditional resid: ighborhoods, all d by pedestrian
friendly transportation networks.

Downtown Indiana Inc., together with its community partners,

is currently moving ronnrd with a series of main street,
hborhood, and pedestrian/vehiculer thoroughfare concepts

r.har will vastly improve Lhc safety and livability of the community.

“We celebrated the first phase of the Downtown Indiana Inc’s Capital Campaign last Febru
when 49 busi were ized for their | support, and the list has grown since tl
said Lauber.

“We're now completing Ihc second phase, which allows community members to become a
lasting pert of Indiana’s future through Legacy Gifts used for street lights, decorative benches
streed trees, trash receptacles, and bricks.”

David Wootdle
Chairman & CEQ of NanoHorizons, Inc
Centre County

David Woodle has high hopes for NanoHonizons, Inc. Firt
he expects the company to be ablz to finalize the launch of it
antimicrobial product—ealied SmartSilver—into a number ¢
global brands in 2010, NanoHorizons took a big step towan
doing 50 by completing the company’s move into 2 new faci
at Pinnacle Park at the end of last October.

Before moving to its new location, NanoHorizens was lu
in three different locations. Woodle said the consolidation ol
company into one central Jocation will help improve efficier

“Last year we launched several new products to allow us to address new markets, and now
have everyone under one roof in our new facility with upgraded labs and everything else," he
“This is going to give us growth capabilities for the future that we hope will allow us to addn
new products and get a couple of major global brands this year, which is key for us"

Jake Corman
PA Senator, 34th District
Bellefonte, Region

State Senator Corman continues 1o be a strong champion of
small business and the entreprencurial spinit.

As chairman of the Scnate Appropriations Commitiee, Jake
Corman lad the fight for a state budget that cut spending and had no
new taxes. He also helped protect the natural gas industry from being
taxed because it's one of the new areas of job growth in the state.

"\huhhm@mmacumuhmm?mmhmuﬁm
the nation, we must be | and ible in spend
and in the future,” said Cormin. %mmnuknkfnrslmm
solutions that could have serious long-term ramifications on the Commanwealth and its citizens.”
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